
I am delighted to be the new editor for UK-Vet Companion Animal. Having 
worked on the editorial teams of Veterinary Record, the Journal of Small 
Animal Practice and In Practice some years ago, I look forward to reacquainting 
myself with the small animal arm of the veterinary profession. I look forward 

to continuing the success of the journal in 2021 with the veterinary editorial team at 
Mark Allen Group and assisted by the valuable input of the journal’s editorial board. 

In this, the penultimate issue of the year, we have papers on how to perform 
venipuncture in birds (Madonna Livingstone), managing secondary brain injury in 
small animals (Mark Lowrie), adverse drug reactions resulting from ectoparasiticides 
(Anna Copland and Hany Elsheikha), and a comparison of analgesic requirements 
in two approaches to tibial plateau-levelling osteotomy in dogs (Robyn Thomson 
and colleagues). I hope you enjoy this variety of papers, chosen to aid vets in their 
everyday practice. 

Meanwhile, are your clients reporting any issues with their companion animal pets 
over the course of this year’s lockdown and the societal changes that have followed 
(e.g. people wearing face masks regularly, reduced social contact with other dogs 
and more familial activity in a pet’s home)? I am particularly interested in how 
spring’s lockdown and its subsequent forms and the changes in human patterns and 
behaviour have affected companion animals, particularly dogs and cats. The PDSA, 
Battersea and the Dogs Trust have online advice for pet owners on acclimatising 
their dogs to the regular use of facemasks, including the changes they cause in how 
their owners’ voices sound. In May the journal ran articles on how lockdown might 
affect pets, but now we have the majority of the year to look back on, which enables 
us to assess the effects based on longer-term evidence. 

A point of note as we draw towards the year’s end is the upcoming changes to the 
preparations Britons will have to make in order to travel to the EU and back with 
their pets, now that we have formally left the European Union. Travelling with a 
pet to the EU will change on January 1, 2021, depending on how Great Britain is 
categorised. Clients will likely already be discussing this subject with you, as the 
Government’s advice for pet owners has been to talk to their vet 4 months before 
travelling. If Great Britain becomes a Part 2 listed country, the official advice is that 
pet owners apply for Animal Health Certificates not more than 10 days before travel. 
For anyone wanting to travel on January 1 or soon after, this will be in the middle of 
the pre-Christmas rush. 

It is this time of year when we look ahead to the coming year and plan the content 
that will be most useful for readers. We are planning a variety of content to ensure an 
interesting and useful read, covering a wide variety of topics and species. If there is 
anything you would like to read in the journal, or subjects that we have not covered 
recently, do contact me (email below) or an editorial board member. 

The journal welcomes unsolicited proposals and papers. Should you like to discuss 
particulars before submission, please do 
get in touch. 

I would also love to hear from you the 
readers about what you have particularly 
enjoyed/found useful in UK-Vet 
Companion Animal, since our primary 
service is to our readers; we are foremost 
a journal for vets in practice.  CA

rita.som@markallengroup.com

Transitions and 
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Editorial Board 
Kate Bradley MA VetMB PhD DVR DipECVDI 
MRCVS 
Kate is a Senior Clinical Fellow in Veterinary 
Diagnostic Imaging for the University of Bristol/
Langford Veterinary Services.  

Giunio Bruto Cherubini DVM DECVN MRCVS 
Giunio is responsible for neurology/neurosurgery 
service at DWR and contributes to the 
undergraduate teaching programme at the 
University of Nottingham School of Veterinary 
Medicine and Science.

Iain Cope BSc BVM&S Cert AVP (Zoo Med) 
MRCVS 
Iain is an RCVS recognised Advanced Veterinary 
Practitioner in Zoological Medicine. He runs his own 
practice at Newmarket Vets4Pets.

Mark Craig BVSC MRCVS Cert SAD  
Mark runs Re-Fur-All Referrals, a veterinary 
dermatology referral service in the south of England 
and the Midlands.

Valerie Lamb BVM&S DipECVIM-CA MRCVS 
Val is a specialist in small animal internal medicine 
working at Southern Counties Veterinary Specialists 
in Hampshire.

Mark Lowrie MA VetMB MVM DipECVN MRCVS 
Mark is an RCVS and European specialist in 
veterinary neurology (ECVN). Mark works at 
Dovecote Veterinary Hospital, Castle Donington, part 
of CVS Group plc.

Anna Meredith MA VetMB PhD CertLAS 
DZooMed MRCVS 
Anna is Head of Melbourne Veterinary School, 
University of Melbourne, Melbourne, Australia. 

Paola Monti DVM MSc FRCPath DipACVP 
(Clinical Pathology) MRCVS 
Paola is an American Specialist and RCVS-Recognised 
Specialist in Clinical Pathology. She is a Clinical 
Pathology Consultant with Dick White Referrals, 
Cambridgeshire

Jo Murrell BVSc PhD(Bristol) DipECVA 
MRCVS 
Jo is a European specialist in Veterinary Anaesthesia 
and Analgesia, primarily based at the School of 
Clinical Veterinary Sciences, University of Bristol. 

Malcolm Ness BVetMed MRCVS DipECVS 
CertSAO FRCVS 
Malcolm is a European Specialist in surgery and 
heads up the surgery team at Croft Veterinary 
Hospital in Northumberland. 

Matthew Oxford BVM&S GPCert(SAS) MRCVS 
Matthew is a referral Veterinary Dentist and oral 
surgeon with clinics at Lumbry Park Veterinary 
Specialists, South Devon Referrals, Stone Lion 
Veterinary Hospital and Priory Veterinary Hospital. 
He is the Course Organiser for the British Veterinary 
Dental Association, included in which he lectures at 
Bristol University.

Karen L Perry BVM&S CertSAS DipECVS 
FHEA MRCVS 
Karen is Assistant Professor in Small Animal 
Orthopaedics at the Veterinary Medical Center, 
Michigan State University, Michigan, USA

Sarah Shull DVM CCRT 
Sarah leads the Veterinary Rehabilitation Service at the 
Michigan State University Veterinary Medical Center.

Kit Sturgess MA VetMB PhD CertVR DSAM 
CertVC FRCVS 
Kit is an RCVS Recognised Specialist in Small Animal 
Medicine and an Advanced Practitioner in Veterinary 
Cardiology; he sees clinical cases 3 days per week at  
Optivet Referrals in Hampshire.

Molly Varga BVetMed CertZooMed DZooMed 
(Mammalian) MRCVS  
Molly is an RCVS Recognised Specialist in Zoological 
Medicine. She works at Cheshire Pet, Cheshire.

Sam Woods BSc (Hons) MA VetMB CertSAS 
Dipl.ECVS MRCVS 
Sam is a European and RCVS Registered Specialist 
in Small Animal Surgery and is currently a Senior 
Lecturer in Small Animal Surgery (Soft Tissue 
and Orthopaedics) at the Royal (Dick) School of 
Veterinary Studies, University of Edinburgh. 

Ian Wright BVMS BSc MSc MRCVS 
Ian has a Master’s degree in Veterinary Parasitology 
and is a member of the European Scientific Counsel 
Companion Animal Parasites (ESCCAP UK and Ireland).
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